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Why should the AIA be concerned about public mobility projects?  Here’s what AIA 

National says:



CEU Learning Objectives:

1. Build awareness of the many mobility projects currently under 

development and why the design community needs to be engaged.

2. Understand the big issues with projects like I-35 Cap Ex, and how AIA 

can best make an impact to improve the caps, stitches, frontage 

roads and shared-use paths.

3. Understand the importance of integrating shade trees into mobility 

projects, as essential infrastructural elements.

4. Understand the quantity and quality of underground space needed to 

support healthy street trees.



Today, there are $25 billion dollars-worth of public transportation 

investments in Downtown area, all of which should be informed 

by “Great Streets” design:

• Corridor Construction Program (50 miles of multimodal corridors)

• I-35 Capital Express & I-35 Cap & Stitch Program  (8 miles of Downtown & Central Austin)

• Congress Avenue Urban Design Initiative (Capitol to Riverside Dr)

• Austin Light Rail Project (9.8 miles of Downtown & Central Austin)

• Austin Core Transportation Plan (entire Downtown network of streets)

• Revitalization of Historic East 6th Street (E 6th btwn Congress Ave & I-35)

• Green Infrastructure Resolution (Citywide - to integrate trees into public ROWs)

• Great Streets Master Plan Update, kicked-off Aug 2025 (Downtown-Wide)

Corridor Construction Program

Ausstin Light Rail Project



Great Streets are made in the SHADE…not like this:

THE ORIGIN STORY OF GREAT STREETS IN AUSTIN:

1999:  Urban Design Office created in the City of Austin’s Planning Dept; the Downtown Great Streets Master Plan 

is initiated; RUDAT calls for “Pedestrians First” & 2-way Streets; “Smart Growth” policies are adopted; 2 new CSC 

HQ buildings move Downtown and a new City Hall project begins on the City-owned 6 blocks.

2000:  Mayor Watson & Council unexpectedly adopt the Great Streets Standards from the dais, and the Program is 

born.

Early 2000s:  2nd Street becomes the heart of a new City Hall-anchored retail district

San Jacinto Blvd, circa 2000W 2nd St, circa 2000



Council Resolution Establishing Hierarchy of Users in Downtown 

(~2000)

1  Pedestrians

2  Transit Users

3  Bicyclists 

4  Auto Drivers

2nd St became the “Pedestrian-Dominant” street type in the Downtown Great Streets Master Plan.



Copley-Wolff developed final design for 2nd St which was 

implemented as a City-funded CIP project. 

ROMA Design Group developed the concept plan for 2nd St 

District, which became the basis for the Great Streets.

First came the 6-block plan, then the GSMP itself, then 2nd St was built.



Downtown Great Streets Master Plan & 2nd Street District (1999 - 2001)

Black & Vernooy + Kinney JV won the City’s solicitation 

to develop the Downtown Great Streets Master Plan, 

creating a:

(1) Typology of streets, based on primary function:

• Pedestrian-Dominant (2nd St, 6th)

• Transit Street:  4th, Lavaca 

• Bicycle Street:  3rd

• Commuter Street:  5th, 6th, Guadalupe, Red River, 

etc.

2) Typical streetscape standards:

• 18’-wide sidewalks 

• Tree location, size & species

• Placement and types of furnishings

• Street lighting locations

3)  The Great Streets Development Program was 

launched soon after to encourage implementing 

Downtown sidewalks per the GS Standards, by assisting 

with the streetscape design and by reimbursing 

developers a portion of their construction costs.



”We got us a retail district!”  -Mayor Watson, ~ 2002



Great Streets require Great Trees that produce Great Shade, which is

vital in achieving Austin’s 2039 goal of a 50/50 mode split.

from Austin Strategic Mobility Plan (ASMP), 2019



Street trees are finally being recognized as critical urban infrastructure, offering shade, protection, ecosystem 

services and that magic ingredient called beauty to creating URBAN VITALITY. 

STAY TUNED & ADVOCATE FOR GREAT & GREEN STREETS!



Source: Downtown Austin Alliance



Source: Downtown Austin Alliance



Source: Downtown Austin Alliance



I-35 Capital Express:

Cap & Stitch 101
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Source: Austin City Council Work Session, 4/8/2025



(Prior to May 2025 vote)

Source: Austin City Council Work Session, 4/8/2025



Source: Austin City Council Work Session, 11/19/2024



Source: Austin City Council Work Session, 11/19/2024*Note: Specific dates and options are outdated, but this diagram illustrates the overall decision process.

TIMELINE (APPROXIMATE)



Source: Austin City Council Work Session, 4/8/2025
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Source: TxDOT, 8/14/2025

TxDOT Plans



Source: OurFuture35 Vision Plan, 11/2024
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Downtown Austin

with Deck Parks

Source: OurFuture35



Downtown Austin

without Deck Parks

Source: AIA Austin Advocacy



Downtown Austin

Existing



Additional Resources:

AIA Austin Letter:  https://aiaaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/25.05.20-AIA-Austin-Letter-for-I-35-Caps.pdf

Cherrywood Neighborhood Association:  https://www.cherrywood.org/i35capex

City of Austin: https://www.austintexas.gov/I-35Mobility

Downtown Austin Alliance:  https://issuu.com/downtownaustinalliance/docs/our_future_35_impact_report

KUT:  https://www.kut.org/transportation/2024-02-21/your-ultimate-guide-to-the-i-35-expansion-through-central-austin

OurFuture35:  https://speakupaustin.org/of35

TxDOT:  https://www.txdot.gov/mymobility35/projects/capex-central.html

https://aiaaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/25.05.20-AIA-Austin-Letter-for-I-35-Caps.pdf
https://www.cherrywood.org/i35capex
https://www.austintexas.gov/I-35Mobility
https://issuu.com/downtownaustinalliance/docs/our_future_35_impact_report
https://www.kut.org/transportation/2024-02-21/your-ultimate-guide-to-the-i-35-expansion-through-central-austin
https://speakupaustin.org/of35
https://www.txdot.gov/mymobility35/projects/capex-central.html


I-35 Capital Express:

Northern Stitch Options



Re-engage advocates for the “Northern Stitches” to lead a positive 

community process that ultimately results in our defining several, 

community-preferred stitch options for the area near of 41st St/Wilshire Blvd 

and CapMetro’s Red Line & Red Line Parkway crossings. 

These stitch options will then be communicated to TxDOT for its 

consideration before the end of the year.  

PURPOSE



BACKGROUND:

Pre-2024:  

• TxDOT’s I-35 Capital Express Project – generational impact

• Accelerated, city-wide land use changes toward density

• Our Future 35 planning effort for Caps & Stitches for both Downtown and Northern areas 

• Red Line Parkway

• CapMetro’s Red Line Commuter Rail

2024:

• Hancock-Cherrywood’s “DAT” (AIA Design Assistance Team) process

• Funding scenarios for the stitches, and Council discussions

2025:

• May 2025 Council Resolution for the City to engage the community to provide preferred options 

for the location and configuration of:  “…Two 300-foot stitches from 41 St Street to the Red Line or 

a contiguous equivalent within the cost parameters set herein and with the intent to connect Red Line 

Parkway, the East Avenue Trail, and 41 St Street, ensuring viable space for future buildings and trees, 

and subject to further refinement with the community.”

• June 2025:  Hancock-Cherrywood DAT Final Report



AREA CONTEXT



TxDOT CURRENT DESIGN, 
showing only those “roadway” improvements that TxDOT is funding (8.2025)



PLANNING & DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR THE STITCHES:

Locate and "size" the new stitches to maximize and enhance east-
west connectivity that: 

• Reconnects communities, 

• Creates and connects future redevelopment opportunities, 

including local businesses and small vendors, 

• Creates new community spaces and facilities, and 

• Minimizes human interaction with the freeway below…

…all through excellent urban design that provides high benefits for 

the cost, i.e., is fiscally-responsible, highly-constructible and 

maintainable.



KEY GOALS:

• Improve and enhance both east-west and north-south connectivity, with well-designed 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure lined with shade trees and wayfinding.  (Provide for 
separated bike and ped pathways, as possible.)

• Introduce the potential for new land uses in this area that are transit and pedestrian-
oriented, including new civic facilities and outdoor gathering.

• Provide last-mile connectivity for the future rail station, ie, create it as a mobility hub.

• Ensure that a future rail station in this area does not preclude one at the Leif Johnson 
Ford / Travis County Tax Office site.

• Integrate best practices of urban design and environmental responsibility to deliver a 
beautiful and sustainable urban landscape that creates high-quality pathways and 
beloved community places.



POSSIBLE STITCH OPTIONS



NOTE:  All alternatives are under review by TxDOT; 

there are ongoing feasibility discussions taking place.
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NOTE:  All alternatives are under review by TxDOT; 

there are ongoing feasibility discussions taking place.



Section at New 41st St Bridge:  Improved Design Proposal, 
providing trees along edges of bridge and between roadway and shared-use path 

(SUP)



Section South of New 41st St Bridge, Looking North:  Improved Design Proposal, 
keeping northbound frontage road (NBFR) at street level until its descent north of 41st St



Enlargement of Section South of New 41st St Bridge, 
showing preferred northbound, single-lane frontage road at street level, with trees and SUP 



PRECEDENTS



“Pergola Walkway” Precedents, for narrow bike/ped connections between stitches



41st St Precedents:  High Street in Columbus, OH

205 ft



41st St Precedents:  Fifth Street Plaza – Atlanta, GA

230 ft



41st St Precedents:  Fifth Street Plaza – Atlanta, GA



41st St Precedents:  I-70 Cover Park, Denver, CO

~75’

~75’



41st St Precedents:  I-70 Cover Park, Denver, CO



PROGRAMMING & ACTIVITES:  Klyde Warren Park, Dallas:  Before & After



Klyde Warren Park, Dallas:  Public Art



Klyde Warren Park, Dallas:  Gathering Spaces



Klyde Warren Park, Dallas:  Restaurant Pavilion



Klyde Warren Park, Dallas:  Children’s Playground



Possible Community Center with Live Music Venue & Beer Garden?



NEXT STEPS/2025 TIMELINE:  

By Mid-October:  With City staff, finalize a plan of action to engage the community.

On November 22:  Conduct Community Meeting to identify the community-preferred stitch 

options for the area of 41st St and Red Line Trail & Red Line Parkway Trail crossing.

By Mid-December:  City communicates the community-preferred stitch options, along with 

principles, goals, sketches, precedents, etc.







Source: Austin City Council Work Session, 4/8/2025
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