
THE TOOLS IN OUR CODE

How Cities Compare
A breakdown of 

housing stock 
percentages 
by building 

type

Minimum 
allowable 
single family 
lot size by 
code

square feet

Chattanooga
7500

5750

5000

3800

3000

2800

2500

1400

Austin

Dallas // Raleigh // 
Seattle // Philadelphia

New York

Portland // San Antonio // 
Denver

San Francisco // Kansas City // 
Baltimore // Charleston // Chicago 

Houston

The Ci ty  o f  Aust in  Land Development  Code (LDC) determines how land can be 

used – what  can be bui l t ,  where i t  can be bui l t ,  and how much can (and cannot)  be 

bui l t .   Our  LDC sets  a  minimum size for  s ingle fami ly  lo ts  and fur ther  d ic ta tes the 

percentage of  that  s i te  a  home can occupy.   In  most  cases,  a  lo t  can only  conta in 

one home and there is  a  l imi t  to  the number  of  people who can l ive wi th in  that  home.

 

Parameters  l ike  these and others  – bui ld ing setbacks and the s t reet  network  -  impact 

the character  o f  neighborhoods throughout  the Ci ty.   Older  housing bui l t  before today’s 

current  land development  s tandards of ten have much smal ler  lo t  s izes and shal lower 

setbacks f rom proper ty  boundar ies.   On a  la rger  scale ,  these e lements of  the code 

a f fect  land pat terns,  the supply  of  housing,  envi ronmental  res i l ience,  and a f fordabi l i ty. 

L ike Aust in ,  s ingle fami ly  housing  in  the US is  h ighly  regula ted,  o f ten requi r ing minimum 

lot  s izes much larger  than needed to  provide a  comfor tably  s ized home.   For  c i t ies  where 

s ingle fami ly  homes are the most  predominant  housing type,  minimum lot  s izes play a 

power fu l  ro le  in  d ic ta t ing how land is  used.   Larger  lo t  s izes reduce the amount  o f  people 

that  can l ive  wi th in  a  cer ta in  geographic boundary.   This  in  turn l imi ts  the supply  of  housing, 

leading to  h igher  land and home pr ices,  and a f fect ing the overa l l  a f fordabi l i ty  o f  the Ci ty.  

Other  c i t ies  in  the US have employed more f lex ib le  regula t ing tools ,  l ike  smal l  lo t 

s ingle fami ly  and missing middle housing types.   These tools  have a l lowed growth to  be 

accommodated whi le  re ta in ing the character  o f  neighborhoods and ensur ing equi table 

qual i ty  o f  l i fe .    

Small lot amnesty permits construction or major renovation of 

existing single-family homes on existing legally-created lots 

that do not meet current minimum lot standards. To quali fy, 

the lot must have a minimum area of 2,500 square feet and a 

minimum width of 25 feet.  So far, 36 of 48 neighborhoods in 

Austin have opted into small lot amnesty. 

Small lots in Austin

5109 Evans Ave 
Lot size : 3263 sf

Typical Austin Home 
Lot size : 5750 sf (min)
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