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Today we speak with you from Somi Se’k, the homeland of the Carrizo-Comecrudo 
tribal nation, as well as the occupied territory of Tonkawa and Comanche around 
Austin. No matter where in Texas you’re joining from today, the land we meet is the 
traditional territory of a number of Indigenous peoples. Texas is and has been home to 
the Caddo, Comanche, Kiowa, Wichita, Chickasaw, Waco, Tonkawa, Lipan Apache, 
Texas Band of Yaqui, Coahuiltecan, Borrado and Carrizo Comecrudo. Throughout 
colonization, different native peoples were relocated to Texas, including the Alabama 
Coushatta, Kickapoo, and Tiguas of the Ysleta del sur Pueblo.

We acknowledge the violent and continuing legacy of colonization in Texas and call on 
all participants today to reach out to the Sierra Club Lone Star Chapter for more 
information on how to learn more about the history of native peoples in Texas, of 
systemic racism, and how your activism can help undo the impacts of white 
supremacy on the environmental movement.

Land Acknowledgement



Texas  is a sacrifice  zone



What is the fossil fuel industry?
The fossil fuel 
industry is 
dedicated to 
the extraction, 
transportation, 
refining and 
burning of 
fossil fuels - 
namely oil, gas 
and coal.

Derek Seidman, Oil & Gas Research Analyst 
Public Accountability Initiative / LittleSis



Oil & gas production chain: 
upstream, midstream, downstream



Cancer-causing oil refineries in Texas
“Emissions of the cancer-causing 
chemical benzene exceeded federal 
limits at 10 oil refineries across the 
U.S. last year…”

Six of these 10 where in Texas, 
clustered around Houston and Corpus 
Christi.

“Multiple studies have shown that 
long-term exposure to elevated levels 
of benzene can cause leukemia, which is 
a cancer affecting blood-forming 
tissues... Benzene can also cause poor 
red blood cell production and anemia, 
and can change blood levels of 
antibodies, which boosts risk of 
infection...”



Extreme weather + petrochemical plants = DANGER
“Some 500 chemical plants, 
10 refineries and more than 
6,670 miles of intertwined 
oil, gas and chemical 
pipelines line the nation’s 
largest energy corridor.

Nearly half a billion 
gallons of industrial 
wastewater mixed with storm 
water surged out of just one 
chemical plant in Baytown, 
east of Houston on the upper 
shores of Galveston Bay.

Benzene, vinyl chloride, 
butadiene and other known 
human carcinogens were among 
the dozens of tons of 
industrial toxins released 
into surrounding 
neighborhoods and waterways 
following Harvey's 
torrential rains.”

In all, reporters catalogued 
more than 100 Harvey-related 
toxic releases — on land, in 
water and in the air. Most 
were never publicized, and 
in the case of two of the 
biggest ones, the extent or 
potential toxicity of the 
releases was initially 
understated.”

“Hurricane Harvey's toxic impact 
deeper than public told”
CBS News



Climate change has a 
disproportionate 
impact on:

- Children
- The poor and 

working class
- Communities 

of color



Blackouts and Water Crisis



In texas, climate change 
compounds layers of 
systemic oppression



Sacrificing indigenous rights 
& Destroying 

un-industrialized coastline
Projects are largely for export

Massive buildouts in Rio Grande Valley 
and Corpus Christi areas

Sacred sites & burial grounds threatened 
by mining & pipelines

SpaceX, colonization, displacement





Connecting to 
Oppression Today

Via dismantlingracism.org 14

● Genocide
● For profit detention, impeding 

asylum seekers
● Housing Crisis
● Lives lost to COVID and other 

health issues
● Climate death
● White Supremacy
● Poverty
● Type into chat, What else???



Organize for power 
“In order for us as poor and oppressed 
people to become part of a society that 
is meaningful, the system under which 
we now exist has to be radically 
changed... It means facing a system 
that does not lend itself to your needs 
and devising means by which you 
change that system.”

~ Ella Baker, Civil Rights Movement 
Community Organizer

Community Organizing = 3 strategic arcs:

● Building power (4 strategies)

● Power Analysis (several strategies)

● Using Power (several strategies)
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Build  the  bigger we: Bridging movement 
across economic sectors, issues, and Geography

In what ways have you broadened your 
organizing/advocacy to reach people outside of 
those who may be the easiest to persuade? For 
example: how do you speak with your neighbors, 
people in working class neighborhoods or 
multifamily housing, about buildings, urbanism, 
planning, etc?





Centering  Solutions for the  
Working Class  &  Equitable, 

local clean energy

19



Tools  for  cultivating  working  class  support

20
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Demand  Equitable  &  Local  Climate  Justice  Policy



plug  into  climate  justice  fights  in  texas
El Paso - Frontera Water Protectors and Sunrise El Paso. Environmental racism, gentrification, 
Green New Deal.

North Texas - Peoples Climate Movement, Southern Sector Rising, Downwinders At Risk, Sunrise. 
Energy democracy work and fighting racist zoning that places polluting industry in communities 
of color.

Central Texas - Austin Sierra Club, ATX4Climate Coalition, CENT

San Antonio - Climate Action San Antonio, Society of Native Nations, Southwest Workers Union.

Houston - HOME Coalition, West Street Recovery, t.e.j.a.s (Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy 
Service), CEER. 

West Texas - Odessa NAACP, Sierra Club. 

Rio Grande Valley - Another Gulf is Possible, Carrizo Comecrudo Tribal Nation, Voces Unidas


